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ethics. Ideally moral conduct is wholly unmoral con-
duct. Or more correctly stated, the highest ideal of a
moral state is one in which there will exist nothing that
can be called moral.

Whether we look at the subject from the standpoint
of social progress or from that of individual welfare, the
liberation of social energy is the desideratum.    The
sociologist demands it because it increases the progres-
sive power of society.   The moralist should demand it
because it increases happiness.   For activity means both,
and. therefore the more activity the better.   True moral-
ity not less than true progress consists in the emancipa-
tion of social energy and the free exercise of power.
*Evil is merely the friction which is to be overcome or
at least minimized. . . .   The tendencies that produce
evil are not in themselves evil.   There is no absolute
evil.    None of the propensities which now cause evil are
essentially bad.   They are all in themselves good, must
necessarily be so, since they have been developed for the
sole purpose of enabling man to exist, survive, and pro-
gress.   All evil is relative.   Any power may do harm.
The forces of nature are good or bad according to where
they are permitted to expend themselves.   The wind is
evil when it dashes the vessel on the rocks; it is good
when it Ms the sail and speeds it on its way.  Tire is
evil when it rages through a great city and destroys life
and property; it is good when it warms human dwellings
or creates the wondrous power of steam.   Electricity is
evil when in the thunderbolt it descends from the cloud
and scatters death and destruction; it is good when it
transmits messages of love to distant friends.   And so
it is with the passions of men as they surge through
society.   Left to themselves, like the physical elements,
they find vent in all manner of ways and constantly dash
against the interests of those who chance to be in their